MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS

*

Metz, Reims, Orleans, and their suburbs.1 And if they did not go
farther South, this was doubtless in order that they might the
better resist Germania, towards which they adopted the defensive
attitude of the Roman Emperors.2

In 531 Thierry, with the aid of the Saxons, overthrew the
Thuringians.8 In 555 Clotair led an expedition into Saxony and
Thuringia and subdued Bavaria.4 In 5j65 and 6056 further wars
were undertaken against the Saxons. In 630-631 Dagobert under-
took an expedition against Samo.7 In 640 Thuringia rebelled and
became independent once more,8 In 689 Pippin fought against
the Frisians.9

These Germanic countries exercised no sort of influence during
the Merovingian period. The Prankish State, until its submission
to the Carolingians, was essentially Neustrian and Roman, from
the basin of the Seine to the Pyrenees and the sea. However, the
Franks who had established themselves there were very few in
numbers.

We have no information as regards the Merovingian institutions
until after the conquest of the Visigothic and Burgundian terri-
tories. We may be assured that the state of affairs existing in these
territories, and also in the region governed by Syagrius, must have

1  When a king of Austrasia became monarch of the whole kingdom he
hastened to establish himself in Paris. F. tor, Les Invasions, p. 208. The
archaeological observations of ABERG, Die Franken und Westgothen in der
Volkerwanderungszeit, Upsala, 1922, and GAMHXSCHEG'S philological com-
ments in Romania Germanica, vol. I, p. 294, show that from the middle of the
6th century the Franks of Gaul no longer exercised any influence over the
regions of Germania.

2  R. BRUNNER, Die Provence inMerowingischer Zeit, 1933, p. 2, n. 5. According
to this author, Clovis differed from the other, and purely Mediterranean,
German kings because he was aiming at both the Mediterranean and Germania.
He does not see that his attitude, and even more so that of his successors, was
purely defensive.

8 G. RICHTER, Annakn des frankischen Reichs im Zeitalter der Merowinger
(1873), p. 48, and F. LOT, PHSTBR and GANSHOF, Histoire du Moyen Age, vol. I,
p. 205.

4 RICHTER, op. dt., p. <5i.                                                       5 Ibid., p. 63.

6 Ibid., p. 102.                                                                        7 Ibif, p. 160.

8 Ibid., p. 165.                                                                        9 Ibid., p. 177.
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